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guage, is more liable to Perverſion, 
or indeed has been more violently 
perverted, than the Word LIBEEZTVY. It 


conveys the Idea of a moſt valuable Bleſſing, 


rightly underſtood, and rightly applied. 
But the Misfortune is, that, amidſt all the 
Clamor reſpecting the Name, the Thing 
itſelf is frequently forgotten; and perhaps, 
in few Caſes, has it been more entirely for- 
gotten, than in the preſent Uproar of the 
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When we inveſtigate the Foundations of 
civil Government, we muſt at firſt Sight per- 
ceive, that, in every ſocial Compact, what 
is uſually ſtyled the natural Liberty of Man, 
or that Liberty of Action which is bounded 
folely by his own Will, is neceffarily teſtrain- 


ed by particular Obligations, common to every 


one included in the ſame Compact. To the 
Extent of this Obligation, conſtituted and 
intended for the cer! Benefit of the Society, 
every individual Member is a Bondſman. 
This Compact is the mp cps of the Society 
to which he belongs; this Conſtitation fixes 
a Boundary to his natural Liberty; and he is 
amenable to his Society for "pg Tranſgreſ- 
ſion of the common Bounda. 

Natural Liberty is fo vagac a Term, that 
it is uſed to imply, ſometimes unlimited 
Meaſures of Freedom, and ſometimes almoſt 
none at all. The Difficulty reſts upon the 


Word Nature, and then upon the Combina- 


tion of that Term; how it may be ſo uſed as 
to expreſs, with tolerahle Definition, the 
Conception, which the Mind has obtained, of 


the Liberty of Nature. 


The Nature of Man (which i is the preſent 
Subject of Inquiry) is to be conſidered,” in re- 
ference to human Polity, chiefly in its moral 
Capacity. Government reſpects moral Actions, 
and was ordained to direct thowny or to pe 
5 Tranſgreſſion. Ic 
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tt we look at Man as a moral Creature; the 


wide Diſtance we perceive him to ſtand from 


that Rectitude and Integrity, of which every 
Mind is conſcious, leads us to conclude, that 
Man, being (as it were) in a State of War 


with himſelf, and all about him, is nb leſs 


averſe to the Will and Direction of others, than 
to the Suggeſtions and Accuſations of that in- 


ternal Principle of himſelf, which aims to * 
preſcribe a ſtrait Line for his crooked Tnelis - - 


finds in his Nature, compfehends the Pacul- 

The God ar be wills, 
led Power of doing 
as much Evil as be can. If it be ſaid, that to 
do Evil is contrary e Nature; I urge again, 
that Evil, if thete be ſuch a thing as Evil, 
is in his Natug ek he act according to the 
whole of what he finds within him (which he 
naturally muff), he vill act to the Commi ſion 
of Evils. nop can he a& according to a Part 


alone of what is within him, without a Vio 


dence ald Reſtraint upon the reſt, Thus even 
to be what we uſually term a good Man, who, 


according to the old Moraliſts, has conquered. 


himſelf, 


= 
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| himſelf ; he muſt firſt declare War againſt his 


inbred. unruly Inclinations, and ind them 


down in Subjection and Servitude. He gives 
up a Part of his natural Liberty to the Domi- 
nion of another Part, which impoſes that Rule 
of Reſtraint, and which is certainly better than 

a wild diſcurſive Freedom. 50 neceſſary there- 
fore is Government, in the firſt Inſtance and 
in a Caſe which will naturally be confidered 


with eyery U de that not a fingle In- 


dividual can live happy without it. The ſame 
Rule holds in all well governed Communities: 
The worſe ſubmits to the better in all things; 
and we never think, that Reſtraint and Pun- 


iſhment, on account of Immoralities, are the 


leaſt Incroachments upon the Freedom of So- 
ciety. „ l ; Nos 
By the Omiſſion of moral Evil, when we 
talk of our Nature, and our natural Liberties, 
applying both of them to Politics, many have 
been the Miſtakes of the Multitude, and, by 
keeping it out of Sight, as many have been the 
Subterfuges of the Sophiſter. Hence ariſes 


the Succeſs, which the latter has at all times 


obtained over the former; and hence too have 
ſprung up, with a fungous and luxuriant 
Growth, that Series of inflammatory Libels 
and nefarious Publications, which have 
waſted the Manufacture of Paper and troubled 
the Peace of the World, © 
6 1 Thbeſe 
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Theſe Principles of Rectitude, or this 
Conſciouſneſs of the Worth of Virtue, ſtill 
inherent in the Nature of Man, juſtify this 
Force, which is put upon his Liberty at large, 
or when it is directed to the Purſuit of Evil. 
It is a general Rule; applicable to the Con- 
duct of Indiviguals, with reſpect to themſelves 
and the Community to which they belong; 
and applicable alſo to Societièr, with reſpect 
totheir internal Government, and to other So- 
cieties about them. No Man is, or ought 
to be, in that ablolute kind of Freedom, 
both for his own Welfare and the Welfare 
of other Men, which hath not the Rule and 
Dominion of ' Virtue. For as “ abſolute 
« Power (over others) purifies not Men's 
© Blood, nor corrects the Baſeneſs of human 
« Nature ;” ſo neither does abſolute Freedom 
within a Man's Self, The great Mr. Locke, 
of whoſe wide Notions of Liberty nobody 
has any Doubt, defining“ the State of per- 
« fect Freedom,“ tells us, that 'tis cifcum- 
ſcribed' within * the Bounds of the Law of 
Nature.“ + Now, if he means, by this 
Term, a perfect, pure and upright Nature, 
there is certainly no Difficulty or Remiſſion 
in the Propofition. But, if taking this word 
Nature, in a comprehenſive Senſe, for all 
that we find in Nature; we mult include 


+ See his Second Book on Civil Government far this and 
other Quotations which follow, 
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Evil fs well as Good, for the original 
Boundarirs of which we muſt look farther 
than the Wiſdom or Power of Man. It 
ſeems, therefore, ſcarce correct to. talk of a 
Law of Nature which muſt be altogether 
Paſſive, without adverting to ſome primary 
Agent, whoſtarmed that Natute, and impo- 
ſed a Law upon it. There is a greater Fal- 
lacy in this than perhaps may appear at firſt 


View); for when Men ſpeak of a Law of 


Nature, they would have us to underſtand 
the Law of a perfect Nature; but when we 
come to examine this Nature, for our In- 
ſtruction; we find it extremely erroneous, de- 
praved and imperfect, according to the loweſt 
and moſt lax Conceptions of Morality and 
Virtuez Such a Nature can never exhibitthat 

erfect Rule we require, But if it be ſaid, 
that the Nature of Man is hot here intended, 
but the Natura prima, or Nature of God; I 
aſk, where is this to be found? The Nature of 
God, according to the Ideas given us of 


him, is a perfect Aſſemblage of perfect At- 


tributes. This cannot be under any Law 
cognizable by us, unleſs finite beings can 


comprehend what is infinite. Alf it be further 


ſaid, that by the Law of Nature is to be 

un erſtood the Law, which God has given 

to Nature; this alſo will require ſome Ex- 

planation. We muſt here dgvide Nature 

into its two conſtituent Parts, inert * 
* an 


„ 1 
and active Spirit; the one engaged by the 
Objects of our Senſation, and the other what 
applies itſelf more particularly to our Intel. 
Weigh Of theſe two laſt [viz. Senſation and 


l 
TIntelle#ion] the former more immediatee 
ly relates to our external Subfiſtence as 
Animals; the latter diſtinguiſhes us ag 


Men. The Law which God hath given 


to both theſe Properties of our Nature, for 
their Formation and Support,” cannot be 
here meant; for that is a Preſeription or 
Line of his own Will, on which we hays 
either no Faculties or no Right to determine; 
And, therefore, if there be any Law, de- 
ſigned for out Comprehenſion by him, it 
muſt be a Law, delivered from Himſelf to 
us, and equal to the Capacities of our Minds. 
It muſt be a Law, reduced to the Leyel of our 
Apprehenſions, by which we are to conduct 
ourſelves, or direct others. We could hayg 
no certain Ideas of Rectitude or Deviation 
but by his Communication; And, hene, 
it is no wonder that ſome ingenious People 
have diſputed the very Exiſtence of Evil, 
and rejected all Morality and Revelation to- 
gether. We comprehend this Law, call it 
of Nature or of God (fo it be not under - 
ſtood in a ſeparate View from Him) only 
by this Revelation; and by it alone are informs 
ed of the Pleaſure, which God himſelf has in 
Virtue and Uprightneſs. The great Philo- 
ſopher abovementioned ſeems to have im- 


B 2 plied 
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ſhed. 


. 
plied this ſtrictly, where, ſpeaking of this 
Law of Nature, he preſently refers us to the 
written Law of GOD, and particularly cites. 
this Clauſe in it againſt. Murder, I boſo ſbed- 
deth Man's Blood, by Man ſhall bis Blood be 
This Sort of Reaſoning, though it may 
ſeem at firſt Sight more analogous; to Theo- 
logy then Politics, will not he, found im- 


pertinent to our Subject, if we can eſtabliſh 


this Principle, as one great Pillar of all civil 
Government, That human Laws are to be 


arranged and enacted, agreeable to the Law, 
revealed and divine. | 


We ſhall find, purſuing our Inquiries upon 
this Ground, that the true Freedom, allotted 
to Man, is a Freedom within Bounds, and 
that theſe Bounds are marked and preſcribed 


WE. 

+ Of this Opinion was the judicious Hooker, cited by Locle: 
* Human Laws are Meaſures in teſpe& of Men, whoſe Ac- 
tions they muſt direct; howbeit ſuch Meaſures they are, as 
have alſo their higher Rules to be meaſured by, which Rules 
are two, the'Law of GOD and the Law of Nature; ſo that 
Laws human muſt be made according to the general Laws 
* of Nature, and without Contradiction to any poſitive Law. 
of Scripture, otherwiſe they are ill made.” I infiſt ſo much 
upon the Rule given in the 4 vine Law; becauſe many of the 
American Leaders have attempted to ſanctify their Revolt by 
a ſpecious Appearance of Religion. My Attempt has been to 
argue throughout ad hominem ; and it will remain for the in- 
telligent Reader to judge, how far the Americans are to be 
juſtified upon any ſolid Principles, civil or religious ; and how 
much they really differ from ſome reſpectable Perſons, who, 


miſtaking their Deſign, have in the Exceſs of Candor ſup- 
ported their Cauſe. ä 


by 


(7 

by his great Creator, Conſequently,” his 
natural Liberty, or the Liberty of following 
the Depravities of his Nature, is curtailed 
by a poſitive Injunction; the Diſobedience 
of which is a Rebellion againſt his Maker. 

This Power, which God has over all Men, 
he has delegated, for ſocial good, to ſome 
Men over others. The 'Powers,'that be (ſays 
the Law of which we are treating) are or- 
dai ned by him; and indeed it muſt be fo, 
unleſs any Power that ig, could have been 
formed either without or againſt his Provi- 
dence. Nor is there ſo much Toryiſin in this 


Principle, as at firſt Sight may appear. It 


meddles not with the Queſtion, whether 
Power originate from the King or the Peo- 
ple: It ſimply ſays, the Powers, that be or 
exiſt, have. that Exiſtence (be the Mode 
whatever it may) by divine Ordination. 
And all Power, to whom ſoever it be com- 
mitted, is entruſted for the Welfare and 
Security, and I may add for the Puniſhment 
and Reſtraint, of thoſe, over whom it is 
eſtabliſheg. © to Oe 
It would lead me too wide from my Sub- 
ject in Hand, ſhould I attempt an ample 
Inveſtigation of that diſputed Topic, the 
Origin and Right of civil Government. I 
cannot, however, help obſerving by the. 
way, that moſt of the Syſtems or Theories, 
which have fallen under my View, have paid 


doo 


canfiot, he muſt not, do Evil. He is bound; 
he is obliged; he is a Servant, or a Subject, | 


of every Man in a State, leſt thoſe Words 


( 14 ) 
too little Attention to theſe capital Points. 
'The Providence of God, and the Depravity 
of Man. For want of Attention to theſe, 
their Peſtulata have been crude, complex, or 
contradictory ; and the Deductions from 
them, many Times wild or pernicious, and 
often impracticable. They loſe Sight of the 
Author of Natute, and event Naturè itſelf. 
They forget the one, and miſfepteſent the 
other. They poufrtray Humati ature like a 
« faultleſs Monfler;” Which the World can- 
not ſee: àfid, in fort, —— — her as unfit 
for Laws becivle, in gg explatiation, | the 
cannot need ir. | 

The Lawof God was ** and the Law 
of Man, in Agreement with that ſuperior Law, 
was inſtituted, for the Diſcountenance and 
Suppreffion of one Part of Man's natural Li- 
berty. So far as he obſerves theſe Laws, he 


tothe Determination of other men, for a 
contrary Conduct. 

Is there, then, no Freedom ? If a Aeſtrulve 
be put upon the Actions, and even Words, 


and Actions occaſion the unjuſt Detriment 
of others, however they may profit himſelf; 
if he dare not gratify the corrupt Inclinations 
of his own Mind; and if he cannot live by 
a Rule or Liberty of his own; has he no 

Liberty, 


( is. 

Liberty, no Freedom, at all? Does he, by 
becoming a Member of Society, become 2p/o 
facto a Slave? — Yes; in the Senſe we have 
ſtated, he has not the leaſt Liberty allowed 
him; but is compelled to obſerve and adhere 
to the Dictates of other Men to Men, Who 
perhaps exiſted Ages befote him, and in 
whoſe Deliberations he could have no Voice 
—to Men, who contrived for themſelves, 
and adapted the ſtanding Modes, and Maxims 
of Polity, all right perhaps, but all; agreea- 
ble to their own Ideas. In this Senſe, even 
BRITONSs are Slaves, were born Slaves, and 
muſt, unleſs they will commence Savages, 
live and die Slaves. 

But there is a Freedom, which no Con- 
ſtitution, no Law, no Society of Men in 
the World, would or can abridge—a Free- 
dom which conſtitutes the Eſſence of the beſt 
Polity, and, without a Meaſure of which, 
not even the worſt can ſubſiſt. I, mean. the 
better Part of Man's Liberty—the Liberty 
of ſpeaking and doing what is Zruly beneficial 
to a Man's Perſon and Property, which is 
always compatible with the. good of Society 

as being a Part of it ; or, in other Words, 
the Liberty of doing what is imply and morally 
right. This moral Rectitude of Conduct is 
againſtno Law, infringes nopublick or private 
Property, robs neither the Weak nor the Or- 
phan, aims not to diſſolve the Bonds of So- 


ciety 


4 


„„ 1 _ 
. RLITER - 
_— OC. — ET” = 


— — — — 


„ 
* 


3 - 
Sb —— AS £4 2 - —— 
* 


n 
ciety by hollow Pretences or mean and inſi- 
dious Arty, ſtrives to cultivate the general 


Peace and Proſperity, and is peaceable, eaſy 


and happy. Tis plain, chat whatever Re- 
ſtraints may be laid, Whatever Rules impoſed, 
or Arrangements framed... this ſort of Free- 
dom cannot be the Object, but muſt be 
conceived as out of the Queſtion. There 
are feu Men olf s vieious or reſtleſs Tendency, 
who care to difpute for this kind of F — 
Indeed, true Liberty, like a modeſt Virgin, 
ſbuns Diſpute and brutal Contention, chu- 
ſing rather to dwell with thoſe, who, without 
loud Pretenſions either to Patriotiſm or Vir- 
tue, have uſually therefore the moſt of both. 


The Deſign, then, of all Law, in one View 


of it, muſt be to confine and ſuppreſs 
Evil; or the Law would be of no Ule to 
Society: And if the Intept of Law be the 
Demolition of Miſchief; what Man, who 
deſerves to dive in Society, can but wiſh to 

ſee it in force? ety 

It is plain, therefore, that the Liberty of 
a Society, or that Liberty by which the In- 
dividuals of a Society are ſecure and proſper- 
ous, 1s Liberty founded in Law, 'Liberty 
regulated by Goodnels, Liberty purged from 
Evil. 

But all Law implies Government; as Go- 
vernment itſelf, at leaſt good Government, 
is a Reciprocation of Law, So that our 

Pro- 


oy i „ N 
propoſition is ſtill the ſame, when we ſay; 
That” Liberty reſts upon a Government by 
Law; à Government proceeding upon com- 
mon, determinate, and well-known Princi- 
ples; à Government able alſe to enforce 
them. For a Government without Power 
is as poor a Defenet for Blberty; as a Go. 
vernment "without Law is 4 Security for 

Property. Law, Government, und Power, 
hour paradoxical it may Rem When” the 
Teriis ate ſeparately confidered, "ate all, in 
the preſent Caſe, the Companion, the 
Guards, and the Supporters of Liberty: 

Thus, as it is a Truth, that if Man were 
not depraved, there need be no Government 
to curtail his natural Liberty; ſo is it equally 
a Truth, that, being depraved, he eculd not 
enjoy his right Liberty, in common with 


others, without Government. In the Orr 


Caſe, the Reaſon of Individuals, to fü 
thing of the other Faculties, would be 
Reaſon, and, as ſuch, uniform and umveryat 
Reaſon z and, conſequently,” there could be 
no Diſagreement in their Ideas, or in the 
Practice of evety human and ſocial Virtue ; 
becauſe Difference in a Faculty implies Im- 
perfection. In the latter Situation, there 
are ſo many Evils and Infirmities, ſo many 
Differences of Opinion and Practice, that, 

unleſs there were ſome Rule of Right eſtab- 


liſhed and ſome Authority for the „ 
C ot 


i 
of Wrong ; Virtue-would have but very little 
Room and Exerciſe. in the World. The 
Liberty of Goodneſs would ſoon be deſtroy ed; * 
at leaſt, it could” exit i in 170 | 1716 
this View we aſp 4 oh gree with Mr. Torte, 
that © Law is n bh 0 free 500 
« the Diet br S i prope Fn and. 


ce intelligept Age bene de Forcrot, 
« and "is "no 80 at 1450 Abe 
« genbj⸗ 1 t i 0 Lay: 

ce Could eg. = ret out it 15 L ., 


14 as an uſtl of it itſelf van 

11S „and th ae n 5 10 e Nene of Chn-. 
114 7 Fend, hedge es Us 16 only from 
„ Bogs and Pi ipices,, 80 that, B 8788 it 
% may be miſta Bl the End of Law is not. 

&« to ab uh or reſtrain, but to þ preſerve and 
« enlarge Freedom. For in all the States of 
« Created Beings ca able of Laws; Where 
«there; 10 Lam, there is no Fretdom,” ©. 
* Bat here,. probably, will ariſe the Oder. 
tion; "Who ſhall Wea e this Nur of ſocial | 
have: A 0 teſeflde 
Bou es 15 the wild Excui kon 'of- Private. | 
vere: \ TO I T9 
Al bent vultus mutanten "Pro pet 'f 
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Tt may may be. anſwered, \that; where; 8 Set, of 
8 are left at large, without the Exiſlence 
of any particular Form of cnt — 
; them, and where they concur, in conſequence, ' 
to ern; Eil Nun. WON which, in- 
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69 
deed no Multitude could ſubſiſt together, 
without Inconvenience, for three, Days 3 it 
ſeems, reaſonable, that the Rats AY: of that 
People ſhould, determine the Form for the 
reſt. And whatever To m be then eitabliſhed, 


whoſe Obſt. 1 {cmbling the maral, Govern- | 
ment of 15 1 gent, ia he general 
Welfare, * Ne ke's Opigiog may be 
taken, « the Power m_— 1 55 gave 
40 the Society 8 8 2 Its — 


never revert to ee 

"= long as the Wk, e qo *ul gs 

% remain in the Community;  becaule, Wit 

« out this, there can be no 8 
„Commonwealth“. 

But if a Form be already, eftablich Ain a 
Country, either by the prior 9 55 of 
ceſtors, as is now the Caſe with our own. and 
moſt other Countries in the Wor 9 05 127 
the peſitive Inſtitution of God, Fol in, t theo. ., 
cratic State of the Jews; no Indavidugl, 
Minority of Individuals, no one Branch 1125 
(if there be more Branches than ng the their, 
Legiſlature, has any Right to introduce the 
leaſt Alteration or Innovation, in the. one 
Caſe; and, in the other, not the whole State 
together. The former indeed may propoſe 
and recommend the Correction of Abuſes, if 
any ariſe: But the latter, having no Flaws in 
their Inſtitution, would find it their Happi- 
gels to obſerve it; as we may learn by the 

C 2 Jews, = 
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The Law preſcribes his peculiar Right and 


t 
Jews, who had this peculiar Appointment, 
and only gained Sorrow, by the Change. 
When we talk of States and Commubities,* 
the-Notion.of, Individuals is abſorbed: eit 


Rights and Pri not, mere eir 
— but, the Ragh e LA 115 oY the” 


Stats to which ITS e is nothinj 
ſo a Mawes. io an e 99 5 Fine Vieh 
c a pe 
105 


dent of H 85 


ag. tobe) 
Cor nge 1 9115 J Lace een be- 
long t hi MA - 57 7 I im, nat u af" 


the-Boundatien of what iſtakc for fi 
tursb;jhiberty or 1 an ne idet 5 oY 
mere Humanity and. jeneyo eds as 4 
dier derte Community, chaowed, by ſore 
Conſtitution, with, tl 1 ha Gong 5 Our 
Nation apud not Ts com- 
mehe9a Mat fora luffering Free an. or for 
a Perſpn unc onnected 18 5 or any Society, 
(iftſach 3, Ferſon, could be found) however 
ebe th Caſes might be; put, 
if att Engliſhman, ſuffer Quirage, he Ars: 
tf eit o his Community” I Power, and 
he- has a. Right to find it. His Land- aud 
Poſſeſſions, in the aboye Senſe, are à Part 6 
the Riches, and Poſſeſſions of the State- Un- 
der the State he holds them, and Vite Las. 
He cannot enjoy them but by the Lay; be 
cannot transfer them but by of according to 
Law ; he cannot increaſe them but b) awe: 


Pto- 


(„2 

Propriety, and takes that Right away upon 
his Diſs edience or Rebellion. The Law is 
the Guardian of bis Property, and the Rule 
of the whole Com ga It binds between 
the State and Individual x common Con- 
dition; and ſo . -f wecapenry are 
not to by bereiten tothe PuBficz or to the 
Crown as its Hes , y ine ga Factions and 

Fences againſt the Public, dr e ech. 
It we 1 ol Reatonitgtofabotdinate 
Bodies, Which ar necefferily appoioted ina 
States, ſuch as Provinces,” Counties Towns, 
&. they in like manner have nothing their 
own, ſeparateh Conſidered from this Brito at 
large. They may have local Advantages, 
aud local Laws ; but as there can be but one 
Conſtitution, any more than one Soul in one 
individual Body, in a well- ordered Empire: 
there muſt be one general pervading Authori- 
ty, which includes all Individuals and all 
Property, fo far as it extends. Their Lands 
and. Territories belong not to them, in a diſ- 
tinct and ſeparate View, but to the Empire 
itſelf. Elſe, why does the Empire inteteſt 
ittelf in theit Preſervation? Why does it re- 
ſtraim every invading Foe, or collect its united 
Force to puniſh thoſe who intrude? Not 
ſurely for the ole Benefit of 4 Town ora 
Province. as ſuch, of betauſe Iajuſtice only 
may hays; been committed; but becauſe the 
Empire; conſiders it as much a Part of itſelf, 
$f " 127 7117 es as 


„ 
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as a Man eſteems a Contuſion in his Foot of 
ſome Conſequence to the Health and Wel- 
fare of his w Ole Body, and will by no means 
diſmember 3tz: unleſs, its Rottenneſs or Mor- 
tification endanger his Frame. The whole 


State is conderned fbrocach individual Mem- 


ber; and, ati ĩt ꝓrottcts enchi has a Rightto; 
demand the Means of Pfote6tion from bach. 
To, carry on» our Figute g1whena Mm at- 
tacky or cHlefends hitoſtif from an Euety; 
his Whole Force is golleqted ; every Neree 
lende tits Vigor s and not the minuteſts Fart. 
with-holds!: its: Proportion of Aſſiſtance: 
"Tis the ſame lin all States ort great Bodies 
politic sor they either do not Or — bang 
deſer ve the Name. 1 1 
-4* But may not Individuals: diſlike the. ge⸗ 
nepal Government; and have they no Re-. 
megdysÞ" fliv on §‚/¾¾ * 
Ita Man remain in a > Country, coverned; 
by-apy Hort of Laws, his 2 there 
iS taciti Conſent to the Dominion of that 
Country zuand he is, therefore, obligedits: 
conform to its Laws. An Engliſhman in- 
Spain has no Right, from Nature or Res- 
ſon, to inſult the Government of that Coun- 
try, meraly becauſe it is more arbitrary than 
his own,» Let him diſpoſe of his Property 
and quit the Soil; but tis not his Buſineſs 
to diſturb. the Peace of the Society. He may 
roam all over the Earth; but, if he ſtut 
himſelf 
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himſelf upon a. civilized Spot, he. ought to 
conſotm to its Inſtitutions, tili he can pre- 
vail- by fair Means upon thoſe who have a 
Rigbt to change them, to make an Altera- 
tion to his Minde aid. 19906bas Nomneons 
% But, what is e be dble, in eaſe-of the 
Innovatibn of a ws Yee Power! in à free and 
mixed Govern We ngoM Sd barn ft 
People ouglit / to be very rel ear frotm per- 
r particuldr Fh ices; Whew Wop 
mean to decide pon fc 4 Gar. t a 
Evil! of ſuch alaftring virgds, that the 
 wiſeſt, the che) Hehe 5e Hen beiden 
a Nation are the midit cöncerned to pfebent it} 
and, without Doobi;! would be che quickeſt! 
to perceive it. Such will not ebnfider the 
ignorant Clamors of the Multitpde, nir de 
deluded by the artfyl Inſinuatfons ofethe BE. 
ditious. Facis, and Facts alone, will deterur 
mine their judgement. Theygwill venl- 
mine; where this arbitrary: [Power tcfides;< 
upon whom it operates, a and what Evilt are 
among its Effects. They will both Mer, 
Way complain, and of what they compluiſi: 
And, when their Minds ate :66nvinced; will 
adopt ho haſty, no allegalz no p e, of” 
unconſtitutional Meaſures, © When Men of 
this alt, in any Strate, are determined; it is 
upbn ſuch certain Grounds, that Amoſt the 
whole State will join them. AThis was re- 
e the Caſe at the Time of the Revo- 
lution. 


— 1 — - 
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lation. The gt Men in the Nation, Who 
bad moſt ut Stake, were moſt alarmed ; and 
the great Body of the People ſoon followed 
the. dA 5g i Yo ann 
Is our Oonſtitution, this arbitrary Power * 
muſt manifeſtiitſelf cithes::in tha King, the 
Lords, or the Commons;:abd-the twoZJeſt are 
moſt deeply concerned to! its Ubithe 
King attempt to ſtreteh his Influemce in the 
State, it maſt beat the Expence of the twb 
Houſegianab to the: Dimirtition)of their Au- 
thorĩty. NA A be bornen hy 
thoſe} who babe Ie much In uence ane! 
it: And it iaeveroan be their Intereſt to ſuſtain 
the Innovation, while a gentim̃ent of Honor, 
ora Thought: of Security to Perſon and For- 


tune, ate worth a Moment's Entertainment. 


On theiother Hand, it is hardly poſſible, that 
either or both of the Houſes ſhould effect an 
undue Stride of Influence, while the whole ex- 
ecutive Power (to ſay nothing of its negative 
Voice) reſides in the Crown. If arbitrary 


Power be charged upon the three Branches 
in Comjunction; it ſhould be recolleced, 
theſe Branches, compoſe our 1 
— 5 itſelf is and muſt be abſoſut, e $9: Be 
Bounds of its Dominion;  tboug 

from being arbitrary, it muſt Es 
own Foundations to become ſo. In 3 
Adventure, it would commit a Feb de 


upon itſelf ; to ſay nothing of the ul 
Hazard, 
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Bottom; and, if they deſtroꝶ "th, t 
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Hazard, to which the ſeveral Members of 
the Legiflattire muſt be expoſed, in fo vile an 
Undemaking. They would moſt probably 
meet with, as well as deſerve, the Reſent- 
ment of the People: Arbitrary Power is a 
gaudy delicate Plant,, which theives beſt in 
the warnicft' Clicraaty 3 We have too many 
Thorris and : Neteles: to admit the Cultivation 
of ſuch an Bxotie im the Regions, of Britains - 

Our Nepbeſentatives o muſt ;h@apallaved 
themidlves, orecthy cum enfſlave mu And 
can ĩt be'the Objett uf Men bf re en 
ſuch are the fat greater / Majority of bath 
Houſes), for the dike of a listie dirty Beibes 


if it even were lpropoſed; to ſacziſice heir 


Honor, their Freedom, the Freedom of their 
Poſterity, the'Stcarity of their Fortunes and 


all this at the Peril of their Lives? Is there 


no Virtue,' nd Senſe, but in ſome declaiming 
Patriots; who are known to have neither 
Fortune nor Credit?h;!« © $4 aha 
. Credat- gude i. (38 5 
No ene en r 


. we are ag rieved by any Laws unsg⸗ 


made; if we are oppreſſed by inf Rea 
gulations of 2 erqicious ehderſey ; 3 It is the 
Intereft of no en in the Comnrunfty to te- 
lieve u us more than thoſe, who cott ofs our 
Conſtitution. They ſtand ups th . 


id Nee 
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ſtroy themſeves. They owe all their In- 
fluence and Dignity to the Proſperity 
of the Empire; and, above all things, 
muſt be zealous for its Preſervation. Beſides, 
the Conſtitution is lodged in too many 
Hands for the Power of a few to deſtro 
it. The Throne would be convulſed as well 
as the Country: and hath always ſuffered in 
its Influence by the raiſing a general Storm. 
This is the Language of Reaſon and common 
ml Senſe ; and, I ſhould ſuppole, it may be un- 
derſtood a little in Weſtminſter, and poſſibly 
111 too by that ever-opprobrious Race of Men, 
1605 who manage the Helm of Affairs. 
wh The King, Lords, and Commons, as I ſaid 
4s before, compole the Conſtitution, and ſu- 
11 preme Legiſlature, of the Britiſh Empire. 
[ There cannot be, in a' proper Arrangement 
of Polity, two or more diſtinct Legiſlatures 
of Equal Authority, It will not anſwer. in 
f mere Speculation, Nor is there in Qur own. 
k | Our Conſtitution never knew any thing of 
: Legiſlation equal to or independent of itſelf 
within its Dominion ; our Law-Books have 
no Terms expreſſive of a diſtin Authority; 
and, could any thing of that ſort be.admitted, 
our Conſtitution, ſo long the Admiration of 
the World, would fall into Ruins ; nor, in 
the Event, could our Kingdom ſtand. Every 
N Member of our Empire is born under this 
Controul, muſt live ſubject to it while he is a 
Member, 
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Member, and is protected by it as ſuch; 
whether he reſide in Europe, Aſia, Africa, 


of America. % 5 
Britiſh Freedom then is a Freedom of 


Law, a conſtitutional Freedom, a Freedom 


of acting and ſpedking what is right, a Free- 
dom founded in Reaſon, Happineſs, and 
Security. All licentious Freedom, called by 
whatever ſpecious Name, is a ſavage Princi- 
ple of ſpeaking and doing what a depraved 
Individual thinks fit, without Regard to the 
Convenience of, others, or the Welfare of 
the World. The former is, undeniably a 
ſubſtantial Good: The latter is. indiſputably 
the greateſt Curſe, that could be eſtabliſhed 
for Mankind te 
We may now aſk; For which of theſe 
two is the preſent Conteſt and Contempla- 
tion of the Americans ? 13 
It cannot be for the „it; for they have 
enjoyed, ever ſince they could be called a 
People, all the Advantages and Immunities 
of Britons. Not the neareſt Subjects to the 
Throne in England, nor the remoteſt Mem- 
bers of the State in Ala, have had a wider 
Field of Freedom to range in, than the once 
happy Sons of highly-favored and indulged 
America. Can it be then for the af of 
theſe ! Is it poſſible? The great Majority 
of the Empire, as well as the Government 
D 2 „ ee 
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„ and Conſtitution of it, are 1575 them in 
19 this Claim, and againſt them for their own, 
"ih as well as the general, Welfare, Tt is not 
14 their Intereſt to poſſeſs ſuch a reden: I 
I! | is our Duty to prevent it. „ 
The Matter then (as we ſhall gad) wil 
come to this Iſfue - that the Rebel: Ameris 
cans, in the wildeſt Deluſion and: Þy the 
1 . worſt of Means; are avowing themſelves 
. THE OPEN ENEMIES: TO''THE PUBLIC'AND 
Wink | GENERAL LIBERTY OF Tur en Ex- 
i PIRE. Nn . 
Wit This may appear Aden Propoſition ; but 
1 a little further Conſideration may evince it 
1 true. I give them, or rather the uninform- 
N ed Bulk of them, Credit, that they mean 
1 1 not at preſent to catry Matters to this enor- 
160 0 mous Length; but, while I am happy in 
| making every Conceſſion in their Favor, con- 
ſiſtent with Truth, I muſt add, that they 
| have been ſeduced, impoſed upon, and de⸗ 
y trayed. 
0 They heve hoop ſeduced by diſhoneſt 200 
' deſigning Men. Some, wiſhing to cancel 
their Debts: to Britain, have imagined that, 
by the Confuſion of Affairs, all Claims upon 
them may be buried in the Ruins. Others, 
having little to loſe and much to hope for, 
are for commencing political Architects and 
would upon theſe ſaid Ruins erect a Fabric 
vf their own. Thus between Roguery and 
Ambition, 
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Ambition, poor John Bull is to be turned 
out of his Houſe !. ci 

They have been impoſed upon by inflamma=» 
tory Publications, both at Home and Abroad, 
while the Truth, and: eſpecially of late, is 
denied an Acceſs, and e* parte Hittories 
alone have received a briſk Circulation. 
Mitinformed- 2nd miſtaken” Men have ſug- 
veſted their Prejudices, and operated upon 
an irritable and paſſionate Temper, to a ſur- 
prizing Degree of Romance and Enthuſiaſm. 
Factious and Republican Incendiaries have 
alſo, with a malignant Induſtry, circulated a 
thouſand Scurrilities and Falſehoods, while 
the Head has been too hot to examine, and 
the Judgement too biafſed to compare. 

They are betrayed into a civil War, . upon 
very unequal Terms, with a State, which 
wiſhes them no Evil, and whoſe very Intereſt 
it is to do them none ;—with a State, which 
would receive them with open Arms, upon 
the Ground of Honor, Law, and reciprocal 
Communication. | BEE}. C 

Thus the Enemies to Britiſhi and conſtitu- 
tional Liberty, by Diſhoneſty, Falſhood, and 
Ambition, have engaged the great Bulk of 
the Americans to adopt their own Views, 
and, by a Series of Artificial Stratagems, to 
ſupport Intereſts, which will deſtroy them. 
Could they ſucceed in their Violence, it were 
'Faly to point out the Path of their Ruin 
both 
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both from themſelves, and, fro reg 3. but 
if they ſhould, 599, as. e FAMNQL, 
107 — ene ae t comp 550 . 


Indulgence to,: ee s from C ir 
tain, which che. Hage often, given in Pick Fence 
to her arb 99d 8 oy not brifh 


I am, h 0 weérgfz, FR. 0 8 
how the NE — Oh gra er ken 550 0 
ſaid before, nahe hroughiomuę e 
. 
are mulitating cg rf FLUBLIC, (I. 885 
TIES OF) THR, ;BRITISH EMPIRE« (1 : 409384 
Their Conduct falls undes this Deke BUSY 
as it reſpects ; Dae ene at hy th 5 


1. Their Refuſal of Halden f to th Bris 
tiſh Legiſlatures, ,,. : 


2. Their Demolition. 4 wi th 
Legiſlatures :., Ane 

7. _ and to eſtabliſh wean. 
iſm. 2 £ 49 4 94 
The. — firſt ect in fact, comprized, in 
the third; but we will proceed in this 19 
lyſis argumenti gratid, and for, a cleater 
1 their Proceedings. 5 

. The Oppugnation made to the ſupreme 

1 en ot Great Britain. nod 2 

The Conſtitution of Great Dan is he 
Palladium of Britzſh, Liberty throughout. the 
Empire. This Conſtitution (as we haye ob- 
ſetved) conſiſts, and has for Ages conſiſted, 


of —_ Lords, and Commons, in * 
| CO1— 


( 3 


collectively, the Supremacy of Power is lodged 
over the Whole, for the Good of the Whole. 


Before the Exiſtence'of her preſent' Colonies, 
every Member of the State was underſtood to 


be under this ſupretme Power of the State: 
And when their Exiſtence began, they were - 


conſidered as ſo many Branches ſpringing from 
the original Stock, and receiving their Life, 
their Support, and their All from it. They 
were without the Means of Defence, and ac“ 
cordingly looked up for it to their indulgent 


Parent; nor ever looked in vain. They rer 


ceived, for their Conduct, Laws and Regula- 

tions made in England, and were allowed to 
make local and municipal Decrees for chem- 
ſelves, ſubject however to the Controul of 
England, and not repugnant to het General 


and Statute Laws. This plainly implies their 


entire Subordination and Subjection to thoſe 
Statute Laws, and conſequently to the! Power 
that enacts them. In Cafe of Diſobedience, 

they were to be . put out of the King's Al- 
« legiance and Protection!“ They were ever 


confidered, and ever expreſſed, under ale Ti- 


tle, and upon the Footing, of . natural- 
% born Subjects“; -which would have been 
an Abſurdity, but upon the Idea of their be- 
ing AN fab} ect to the ſupreme, controul- 
ing r of the King and Parliament. 
Pos this Ground ſtood, and now ſtand, the 
Liberties of America; and upon the ſame 

Ground 


622 
Ground ſtand the Liberties of Great Briteifl. 

They are interwoven by one Conſtitution. 
American Liberties ate not to twine like Iv 

round the Britiſh Oak, feed upon its and 
impoyeriſh the Stock; but muſt grow together 
with it, and form theJuxuriant Branches of 


one ſpreading Tree. nid; 
175 55 78. no n to. be thought of 


mg Britops, but this Fee iber- 
: And the ſtrogger and more diffh five the 

— cal Ir e the mort le 

cure Abe g are the Libertics it 925 


fends. To ſay, — the Britiſh Con Mon 
may become the Patroneſs of Tyranny, is to 
aſſert, what not only is contrary to all Fact 
and Experience, but what is ditectly oppoſit 
to Common Senſe. The King, Lords and 
Commons of Great Britain, cannot adopt 
what truly deſerves the Name of Tyranny, 
without every Hazard and Inconvenience to 
themſelves. The Kine muſt be made the 
Dupe and Drudge of His Parliament, expo: 
fed, as the great Exccutor of the Law, to do 
the viſhonorable and dirty Work of abuſing 
his People; and mult be given up to the Dan- 
pers of a diſputed Authority and a tottering 
hrone. The Loxps mult not only for ber 
all Dignity of Character but Intereſt of 
tune, whenever they combine in the Project 
of Laverſal Slavery. Their Poſterity and 
Property (no inconſiderable Stake for their 
Conduct I) 


Saen 8 TY öde Hand, become 
xpoſed.to a ſordid Pe 9h an | ubſofate 

anarch ;. z. Of, on the" at e teduced in 
the, Privileges of a. ne ey into the 
co n Sewer of a Jermocracy. — Nor would 
the Coumons Be At Alf Ad An green 
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Bo y be loſt, 172 115 
Lan of any U 
32 500 ember, al: 


og ure Poi 100 87 a 1057 1 at moſt 
divided, dag kg "Therefore 1050 Ad partial: 
They y cannot en ve Without "being ' flawed 
themſelves; even though we ſhoul give ng 
Credit to their 1 0 1 and Generoſit 1 5 wor 
But can they not enſlave America?” 79 5 
ſwer; Slavery 1 18 NO Part of « our e op 
We have no Idea of i it in our 855 925 1s nor 
be*found in our Country, es 5 
whetever they have. been Ye Ne elbe 
emancipated in a Momept by ſettingg 730 
uÞbn « our liberatin; Shores. We, EE iCommu- 
Aly, Exerciſe no | Grieties: „ nor 18 any Indi- 
ſuffered to exerciſe them. We hang 
eren mericans themſelves if they murder 
thoſe, 3 PP 2 E * 4 when 
brought 


. 


( 34 ) 


brought to the Determination of our Laws. 
The Britiſh Government never tolerated 
Oppreſſion; but has interpoſed its Power, in 
numberleſs Inſtances, for helpleſs Foreigiiets 
to reſcue even them from Oppreſſion. It 
never tyrannized over Britain : It always che- 


* * 


riſhed and ſupported America, © 


But is not Taxation, without Conſent, 
Tyranny F'—The Propofitions of the Houſe 
FO ATE February laſt have abſolttely 
annihilated that Controverſy. "Tis true, Great 
Britain gapngt.give up her Right of demind- 
ing, from every Part of the Empire, the pro- 
portionate_Sgrvice and Burden of each for the 
common Defence; yet the Offer, held out 
to America, of adjuſting the Mode of raiſing 
that, Share, gives an entire new Turn to the 
Queſtion, 95 that it is no longer, whether 
the King and Parliament by the Officers of 
the Crown ſhall raiſe a Revenue in the Co- 
onjes ; but, whether the Colonies are not 

wund, upon every Principle of Reaſon, Ju- 
Rice, and Duty, to contribute to the Support 
of the general Burden in common with the 
Subjects of Britain, who have heretofore been 
taxed Million upon Million for them. Nor 
are they expected to pay it into the Royal 
Caffers as a Civil Liſt Subſcription ; but into 


+ Witneſs Captain Ferguson of Virginia, who now bangs 
in chains near Blackwall, for the Murder of his Negro Boy 


upon the High Seas, 18 
8 a publio 
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f public Stock, ſubject to parliamentaty Con- 
troul, for their own Defence. But they 
haus rejected this peaceful Plan, and noto- 
riouſly upon a Syſtem, inimical to the Su- 
premacy of Great Fai their beſt and 
their only Protector. "Tis true, before their 
Project was ripe enough to be owned, ſime 
of them, and the Pen/ylvantans in particular, 
did talk of ** 185 Revenue, from a Senſe 
* of Duty to their SoyerZign, and of Eſteem 
« for their Mother-Countty:“ But *tis e- 
qually true, that they never have taken bae 
Step to put this Senſe of Duty into Exerciſe. 
They reprobated the Propofition of Britain; 
but have never exhibited another in its ſtead; 
Their laſt Addreſs to the Throne does not fo 
much as glance at any ſuch thing ; but talks 
of their Rights and Expectations, as though 
the Mother- Country had none. 
Admitting however for a Moment, that 
ſuch Expectations of debilitating the grett 
Authority of the Conſtitution ſhould ſucceed] 
what would be the Conſequence ? Theſe 
Members, I mean the legiſtative Members or 
Branches, diſtin& and independent of tlie 
original Body, would grow, perhaps luxu- 
riantly for a while; but, in the End, would 
be unwieldy in themſeves, inſupportable to 
each other, and ungovernable by the Head, 


7 Pex/lvanian Inftrudions in Dickinſon Efay, P. 19. 
| E 2 H avine 
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Having no general Controul they would be 
a vaſt Aſſemblage of petty States, ever quan 
relling amongſt themſelves, ' weak to reſiſta 
and always expoſed to a foreign Invafioni}s 
That this is no Coſjbcture, paſt Exptrients 
has ' ſhewn: [ It wag?Iſcarceitwo Years''ago, 
when the Virginlanziand Penſylvanians wiero 
upon the Poiit of dtawing the Sword: upon 
each othef ib Diſpute of their reſpeAtive 
BOufddfies! And, perhaps, but ſbt the Quar- 
rel exeĩtedlagattiſt the Mother Country, th 
New Vorkiſtscthe Penſylvanians, and People 
of Cotrneticat) would all have been thus 
efigaged at this very Time, upon the fame 
Acbeunt. They are confeſſedly as jealous; 
Province by Province throughout the Con- 
tinent, of the Advantages and Commerce of 
their ſeveral Neighbours, as the Dutch can 
be of the Engliſh, or of any other commer- 
cial Power. Excluſive of all other Conlide- 
rations but zheſe, it would be their Wiſdom, 
as it is their Intereſt, to maintain the Supre- 


14240 : | 355 10 
' 3 © What uu be the Conſequence (ſays an able American 
Writer) of a rebellious War with the Mother-Cquntry, any 
«© Perſon of common Senſe, if he will take the Liberty to exer- 
** ciſe it, may eaſily foreſee. Even a final Victory would 
« effetually ruin us [the Americans]; as it would ntceſſarily 


introduce civil Wars among ourſelves, and leave us open 


and expoſed to the Avarice and Ambition of every maritime 
Power in Europe or America. And till one Part of this 
* Country [America] ſhould have ſubdued the other, and 
*« conquered a conſiderable Part of the World beſides; this 
peaceful Region muſt become, and contiaue to be, a Thea- 
tre of inconceivable Miſery and Horror.“ ; ; 


macy 


- 
_ 


n 
macy of Great Britain, whoſe Power alone 
oan protect them from the Depredations of a 
foreign State, and (what. is of equal Conſe- 
ꝗqhende) preſerve them from Anarchy and 
Bloodſhed among themſplyes. . 21 sicli 181 
Thus it appears -ta-be-thein Advantage, as 
well as Duty, theif Happineſ as well AS their 
Frerdom, to -preſenye the Ognſtitution of 
Britain inviolate, 8 and; abſolute, o- 
vet all her Doraitlons.{:11-iwould not mean by 
obfolute': Authorithn at e ks bf 
cheſe hte widely different: but) ;thaty unli- 
mited Ability of providing fog the Welfare 
of the hole I Empire, whis 118) nopoto be 
impeded by che lFrewardneſg or Obſtinacy of 
any of its Parts, This. Authority is veſted, in 
her for the Good: of the Wholeg; and thoſe, 
who direct the Helm, are reſponſible to the 
whole for the Exerciſe. of that Authority. 
As Tyranny; or the Abuſe of this publis] Au- 
thority for private Ends which oppoſe the 
general Good, would be oppoſite tcthe Law 
of God and Nature: So the uncontrouled Li- 
perty of depraved and licentious Individuals 
18 equally ſo. 1 am warranted in his Rea- 
ſoning by a very great Man, Mr. Locle, 
wm the Americans have appointed their 
political A poſtle, and who aſſerts, that 10 Free. 
„ dom of Men under Government, is to have 
*..a ſtanding Rule to live by, COMMON To 
L "EVERY ONE of that Society (meaning a 
IIS ˖˖·—wbꝛ 


( 38 ) | 
« Commonwealth, Empire, or Community) 
« and made by the legi/ſative Power e 


« he ſays, in another place, is the ſupreme. 
« Power) erected. in it.“ And he further 
tells us, that, “ when, any Number of Men 
« have conſented to make one Community or 
& Government (which Conſ nt, he ſays, is 
« implied when any one holds Poſe/ions, or 
&« bath Enjoyment of any Part of the Domi 
te nions of any Government) they are thereby 
* incorporated and make one Bop politic, 
& wherein the Ma7JoRITY have a Right Ta. 
„% ACT and CONCLUDE the reſt ;” For, were. 
it otherwile, as he preſently obſerves, te the 
%% Variety of Opinions, and Contrariety of In- 
« fereſt, which unavoidably happen in all 
4 Collections of Men; would render the 
« coming into Society upon ſuch Terms 
* only like Cato's coming into the Theatre, 
% only to go out again.— Where the Majo- 
_ rity. cannot conclude the reſt, there they 
t© cannot act as od Bop, and conſequently . 
© will be immediately diſſolved.” Now it- 
is not to be doubted, but that the Majority 


of Subjects in the Britiſh er are wholly. 


againſt the independent Legiſlation and abſo- 
lute Claims of the Americans; for this has 
been proved, in the only fair Way a Contro- 
verſy of the kind can be proved, by the cole, 
lected Wiſdom and Senſe of the Nation in 
their Repreſentatives. Many of the greateſt 
| Traders 
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Traders themſelves, who are moſt intereſted 
0 any Men to preſerve Peace and Quietneſs, 
40 50 convinced of the abſolute Neceſſity of 
ſtopping this licentious Claim, of America, 
chat they have declared à Reſolution of ven- 
turing no mote Goods into that Country upon 
the lender Security of provincial Honor, and 
that they had rather ſuffer by a temporary Suſe 
penſion of l than commit their 
Property to Perſons, who are and would be 
ont of the Reach of the Britiſh Laws. Peo- 
ple may ſophiſticate as they plea, but no- 
thing can be more obvious than this fimple : 
Truth; that where there is not a Rule or Law 
equally binding upon every Member of. a 
State, ſuch State can neither act with Effi- 

cacy, nor remain in Security. It muſt be 
full of Diſcord in itſelf, and, of courſe, will 

be an eaſy Conqueſt to others. . *' 
2. BUT the Americans ſeem at preſent. 
ſo extremely prejudiced againſt every thing 
tllat bears the Reſemblance of the Britiſh 
Conſtitution, that they have ſwept away thoſe , 
Analogies or Epitomes of it among them in 
their Colony Legiſlatures, and ſocancelled their 
Obedience to (what they never yet had the 
Boldneſs to deny to be) the conſtitutional Au- 
thority of their own Provinces. Governor 
Council and Aſſembly, the ſubordinate Guar- 
dians of their conſtitutional Liberty, are now 
no more. Their Plot is fancied ripe enough 
to enable them to throw off the Maſk. While 
| it 
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it was in Embryo, the ſounding Name of a 


provincial Parliament was a convenient Fal- 


lacy. It flattered the natural Vanity of an 
American, otherwiſe well-diſpoſed, without 
offending his Loyalty ; and it was a favorable 
Step to thoſe, who had further Views, but 
had not yet the Confidence to ſpeak them out. 
Thus urged, though by many different Motives, 
the Provincials could be ſatisfied with nothing 
but a Parity of Power with the Parent-State, 
talked high of their own Importance. and 
Dignity, and fancied, at length, that the very 
Opulence and Commerce of Britain was en- 
ticely ſupported by themſelves. Some inge- 
nious Folks at Home have contributed to 
{well this American Bladder. Hence they 
have been called in the higheſt Style of Bom- 
baſt, ** the ſole Baſis of our Empire ;” and 
it has been ſaid, that her Oppoſition will give 
Great Britain a Wound, which no Time 
4 can heal,” and that the laſt Reſource of 
the Mother Country will be,“ to have a 
« philoſophical Senſe of Dignity ſtep in un- 
« der the Shape of Conſolation,” Alas, poor 
Britain! | 91. | 
Well; they have - accompliſhed one Pur- 
poſe, and have made one very conſiderable 
Advance in ſupport of their favorite Idea. 
They have now nothing conſtitutional ſtanding 
in their Way in America; ſo that, thus far 
at leaſt, they have weakened the general Bul- 
wark, and the true Liberty annexed to * 
whole 


& 41, ). 


whole Empire. They * triumph over the. . 
table Ruin, and, with a fanatic Ardor, . 
exe Baß len the Great is fallen, is fallen. | 


They ave expunged, as far as poſſible, every 
Appear arance of Britiſh Liberty from , ANON 
the : Britons arg no longer ſafe in the 
revo ted, Reg 1058; and their Properties, con- 
fided” 1 8 , Honor, have been en- 
, if appears, upon a troubled Sen, which 
e 1 ire ire and D irt. 
0 Wire. I 1 the n the he woa of 
B Aanutactores . ſtuc and proba- 
bly fu Un le hel ther IN (OP rjETOLS,, , 
and | eren their eh Watt Fr riends at, noms | 
are : belpattered and Safed. 

The Noble Peer, "hots miviſterial Ta- 
lents were attended with ſo much Appla agſe 
and Succeſs in the Conduct of the nth ar, 
and who has been eyer ready to patronige the 
Cauſe of the Colonies, ſo far as 1s conſiſtent 
with their Subordination to Britain, did not, 
and could not, patronize what is how become” 
* the good old Cauſe” ſufficiently for theit”" 
independent Views and Inna 'ohrtiey 
have embraced his Aſſiſtance as far as it went; 
and hen his Lordſhip would ſtep no Ether, 
they left him behind, with ſuch Marks of 
ungrateful Reſentozent, as would offend a 
Mind, leſs ſuſceptible, of the Mortifcations of 
Contetupe and Deſertion, than his Lordſhip's 
18 conceived to, be. The Noble Lord was 


too 
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n 
too much a Friend to the Navigation Act and the 
other Acts which ſupport it, to be the Friend 
of a Commerce, which would rival Britain 
in many Inſtances, and advantage her in none. 
His Lordſhip confidered it as “ the legal, 
« conſtitutional, and HITHERTO unque- 
« ſtioned Prerogative of the Crown, to ſend 
« any Part of the Britiſh Army to any of the 
« Britiſh Dominions and Poſſeſſions, whether 
* in America, or elſewhere, as His Majeſty, 
* in the due Care of his Subjects, may think 
« neceſſary for the Security and Protection of 
„ the ſame;” and * that this Prerogative 
% cannot be rendered dependent upon the 
„ Conſent of a provincial Aſſembly in the 


«© Colonies, without a moſt dangerous Ix- 


* NOVATION and Derogation from the Dig- 
«« nity of the _— Crown of Great Bri- 
* tain,” This did not ſquare with their 
Notion of permitting or not permitting theſe 
Britiſh Troops to appear in Territories, which 
they call their own ; the Arrival of whom, 
without their Conſent, firſt had and obtained, 
they termed, and long before their Com- 


-mencement of open War, * an hoſtile and 


« unjuſtifiable Invaſion,” This is their Re- 
ſolution, the Reſolution of the combined 
Wit and Wiſdom of America, That the 
« keeping a ſtanding Army in the Colonies, 
% in Times of Peace, without the — 99-8 4 


„be Legiſlature of that Colony in which ſuch 


Army 
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«Army is kept, is againſt. Law:“ j. e. 
ugainſt their Law ; for no Law of the Conſti- 
tution, common or ſtatute, ſays any ſuch 
Thing. His Lordſhip alſo conceived, that 


* they would give 2 jusT and free Aid in 


« ſuch honorable Proportion, as may ſeem 
« meet and becoming from great and flou- 
«« riſhing Colonies towards a Parent-Country, 
« laboring under the - heavieſt Burdens, 
«which in no inconſiderable Part have been 
«« willingly taken upon ourſelves and Poſte- 
« rity, for the DEereNCce, ExTEnsoN and 
« PROSPERITY of the CoLowits.” No, 
ſaid the Colonies, when this Propoſition 
% made- its way to the remoteſt Wilds of 
« America; no Power en Earth has a 
Right to take our Money from us without 
our Conſent : We do not conſent to this Pro- 
poſition, but think it more infidious than 
that of the Parliament: Ergo, you have no 
Right to expect any ſuch matter from us. 
Thus a gracious Economy furniſhes them 
with any Argument, and every Argument, for 
leaving their Parent Country, laboring under 
the heavieſt Burdens, taken upon her, and 


_ her Children, and her Children's Children, 


for American Defence, Extenſion and Proſ- 
perity.— And thus the Americans have de- 
ſerted his Lordſhip, and, according to his 
Idea, the Conſtitution together. 

F 2 Conduct 


whoſe Learning and Abilities are indeed an Ho- 
nor to his Profeſſion, ſimilar to that upon an- 
other Occaſion; when he ĩs reported to have ſaid, 
« I proteſt, I am afflicted with. Grief, when 
« I reflect on- their Proceedings; in ſuch an 
arduous Moment, that ſuch a Plan, the 
« Labor of ſuch Talents and ſuch Experience: 
&© ſhould be rejected, even from their Con- 
&« ſideration, with ſuch indecent Indigni- 
4c ty!“ 7 enn 
Which of their Friends have not they 
ſlighted and abuſed? Upon whom have not 
they ſcattered their opprobrjous Dirt? Ano- 
ther Noble Lord, high, and deſervedly high, 
in his Country's Honors and Eſteem, who led 
the Adminiſtration that, concurred in, and 
who himſelf adviſed and promoted, what is 
now called The Declaratory Act;;“ has not 
eſcaped a Sample of their indiſcriminate Ven- 
gcance, His Lordſhip has been heard to 
* expreſs pretty ſtrongly,” what every Lover 
cf his Country muſt concur in, * his Ad- 
0 herence to his old Opinion of the Propriety 
«« of the declaratory Act, which he ſeemed 
« to conſider as NECESSARY TO THE Don- 
„ NION OF THIS COUNTRY, and N WAY 
© HURTFUL TO THE FREEDOM or Au- 


» 


+ Parliament Reviffr, Lords“ Debates, page 88. 
| 66 RICA... 
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« RICA.“ * But the Americans have claſſed 
this very Act, and marked it with Capitals 
for particular Obſervation, amongſt thoſe, 
of which they ſay, that their “ immediate 
* Tendency is to ſubvert the Right of their 
« having a Share in Legiſlation, by render- 
« ing Aſſemblies |uſcleſs ;—and that they 
* form a regular Syſtem” of ſubjugating the 
% Colonies.” + Whoever looks into the Pro- 
ceedings of their Congreſs, will find, that 
no one Act has been more ſeverely animad- 
verted upon, or hung up higher for popular 
Deteſtation, than this very Law, which their 
much-abuſed Friends, who promoted it, have 
uniformly conſidered as indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary to the Welfare and Dominion of this 
Country. They have ſtigmatized it as “ un- 
% conſtitutional and the Source of theſe un- 
% happy Differences ;” I and aſſert, that «the 
« Wit of Man cannot poſſibly form a more 
« clear, conciſe and comprehenſive Defini- 
«© tion and SENTENCE OF SLAVERY, than 
the Exprefiions” which this Act contains. 
And all amounts to the formidable Charge: 
- upon his Lordſhip and Friends, who in great 
Charity ſtept forth to relieve their indigent 
Cauſe, of combining, or at leaſt ſharing in 
the Attempt, with the preſent “ wicked and 


Parl. Reg. Lords” Debates, P. 16. 1 Letter of Con- 
grels to the Colonies in 1774. t Penſylv. Rel. V. 
5 Inſtruct. to Penſyly, Members. | 
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% abandoned Adminiſtration,” to enſlave 
them. Probably the Reaſon of this apparent. 
Ingratitude, or (as themſelves term it) Ame- 
rican Virtue, i is, that they have ſuch a Num- 
ber of redoubtable Heroes of their- own. to 
vend their Stock of Panegyric upon, as to 


render it impoſſible. to ſpare any for Exporta- 


tion; ſo that the whole Torrent of Pa- 


40 negyriſts,” being confined to one Channel, 


« may roll down their Reputations to that 
« lateſt Period, when the Streams of Time 
«| ſhall be abſorbed in the Abyſs of Eter - 
« nity.” 

By abet the Syſtem of Government 
eſtabliſhed by Great Britain among them, and 
— the Powers of the Govenors, 
Councils and Aſſemblies, in their ſeveral Pro- 
vinces; they likewiſe diametrically contravene 
the Judgement of the great Mr. Locke, their 
profeſſed Director. He tells us, that ! the 
«© LEGISLATIVE is not only the SUPREME 
« Pirver of the Commonwealth (by which 
Term he every where Means the Communi- 
ty under any Form of Government), but is 
« ſacred and unaltergble in the Hands, where 
« the Community have once placed it; — nor 
« can any Oaths to any foreign Power what- 
« ſoever, or ANY DOMESTIC SUBORDINATE 
« PowER, diſcharge any Member of the Society 


$ Sufolk Reſolves, patronized by the Congreſs in 177 
ſaid to be n up by Dr. Cooper of Boſton. is 
* from 


* 


19 


from bis Obedience tothe Legiſlative, acting pur- 
« ſuant to their Truſt; nor oblige him to any 


«© Obedience, contrary to the Laws ſo enacted, 


„or farther than they do allow; it being 
«© ridiculous to imagine, one can be tied ul- 
« timately to obey Ax v Power in the Society, 
« which is not the SupREME.“ And again 
he ſays, In a conſtituted Commonwealth, 
« ſtanding upon its own Baſis, and acting 
cc according to its own Nature, that is, act- 
« ing for the Preſervation of the Community 
. e. by keeping it entire], there can be 
«« but oNE SUPREME PoweR, which is 
« the LEGISLATIVE, to which AEL THE 
«© REST are and muſt be ſubordinate.” Mr. 
Locke alſo quotes the judicious Hooker, as 
concurring in the ſame Sentiment. The 
* publick Power of all Society is above every 
* foul contained in the ſame Society; and the 
„ principal Uſe of that Power is, fo give 
« Laws to all that are under it, which Laws, 
in ſuch Caſes, we muſt obey, unleſs there 
«« be Reaſon ſhewed, which may neceſſarily 
* enforce, that the Law of Reaſon, ot of 
God, doth enjoin the contrary.” This 
Joint Opinion evidently implies theſe three 
Propoſitions : 1 | 

1. That there is, and can be, but one Su- 
preme Power in a well ordered State, 

2. That this Supreme Power is the Legiſla- 
tive Power, which hath a Right to make 


Laws binding upon the Whole, for the Good 
of the Whole, | | 
3. That 


* 


G. 


3. That no ſubordinate Power, whether 


foreign or domeſtic, can releaſe any Members 


of the Society from this indefeaſable Obliga- / 


by 4 Vu ins Ine. e 
Applying theſe Pfopoſitions to the Caſe 
before us, we may obſerve, that the King and 
Parliament is the BY: fupreme Power of the 
Britiſh Einpire; unleſs th Empirs be thrown 
PPY45 3 Py hc S156 4 HE Ib fob MT SP oO6 EEE : Jo 
into the, political, Conſppay ee 
impericy, ein in e nee ee 
well 48 the Etroc,, of, Citierent.a 8 ung 

big 1344 OEVL 3 RY x ok Fransen 
Authorities; That this Power of Ning aud 
Parliament, being the only ſupreme Power 


- 


a. ? 
Y 


legiſlative Power, which ha f a Right to bind 


* 


known to the. Briti Kanne e is the 


the whole aud every Patt of the Brit; Em- 
pire, for the general Welfare: And that no 
provincial or municipal, Power, m ich leſs 
extra-provincial and congretiional Powers, 
unknown and icpugnant to all Law and Or- 
dec, can acquit any Subjects from their Loy- 
alty and Duty, or ſanctify any Acts af Trea- 
ſon, and Rebellion committed by them... 
In Oppoſition to all this, the,Colanjes do 
publiſh, aſſerk and declare, that “t they are 
«« entitled (though"they have not quoted the 
« Statute vhich entitles them) to. a free and 
«© EXCLUSIVE PoweR oF, LEGISLATION 
% in their SEVERAL provincial I laute; 
though they muſt recollect, or. all che. World 
will do it for them, that the Colonies never 


enjoyed, 


— — 


— 


— 
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enjoyed, and cannot, as Colonies, enjoy any 
ſuch Privilege or Emancipation, What 4 
Hydra, were it poſſible to realize the Idea, 
and reduce it to Practice! We ſhould crumble 
into ſo many petty diſtin& States, without 
any one coercive and directing Power to col- 
lect the Strength of the ſeveral Parts, and muſt 
fall thereſore an eaſy Prey to the firſt ſworn 
Enemy of our Liberties and Country. We 
ſhould ſoon forfeit that happy Singularity, 
which the Americans themſelves allow us, 
when they declare, that Great Britain, and 
her Dominions excepted, there is ſcarce a 
Spot on the Globe inhabited by civilized 
Nations, where the Veſtiges of Freedom 
© are to be obſerved.”+ 

BUT the Americans have promiſed 
that, upon the Requiſition of the Crown, 
they would grant their voluntary Subſidies ?” 

Admitting, that we could forget their 
Conduct in the Beginning of the laſt War, 
when they would ſcarce advance any thing 
to ſave themſelves, and when (if the Marguzs 
de Montcalm, the French Governor of Cang1a, 
may be credited) half. of the moſt powerful 
Colonies might have been engaged by France 
in a Neutrality; and admitting too, that 
theſe Subſidies might be large and free, ſuch 
as might ſeem meet and becoming from 


+ Penflvanian Infien@ient in Dickioſon's Ey. P. 24. 
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reat and NY ſb 18507 „d hei 
* 5 could. t 11 0 of the tot Rape 
tious and Sable, i iſt er fatal ally Dd 
the Liberties, o they Wk mpire to D fp 


lution, than ſueh a, I vs 11 is? A ſta 15 
Share of Addręſs in mana 10 WY many 
cordant Intetells, 6 I rent . 
tures, and ſo many unbccdoh able Süb 
might ſeb ont Partagainſt another, g 11855 
ſubjugate thewhgle, AnEnemy axe N 
ſcribe ubs Role, divide & ba HA e er 
ſurely but Madmen, could, propol 4 0 pF 
themſelves... For, ag en e e 
reigner hath — 25 and lays it down + 
incontrovertible Maxim in Politics. Ide ; 
e veteign, who depends, with regard to Ul 
e plics, on;Jeveral Aſſemblies; in fact depends 
«© upon none. — Nothing therefore (adds 
« he) could be more fatal to Engliſh Liberty, 
*« and to American Liberty in the Iſſue, than 
«« the Adoption of the Idea, cheriſhed bythe 
« Americans, of having independent femn/ 
blies of their own, who, ſhould treat 15. 


« mediately with the King, and grant, 

„ Subſidies, to the uttet Annihilation of, 

« Power of thoſe antient, and hitherto; ſuc» 
« ceſsful, Afﬀertors of General Liberty, the 
* Britiſh Parliament.“ + So much is it the In- 
tereſt of the whole Empire, that the Money, 
voted to the Crown, ſhould paſs through the 

+ Ds Lorus's Conſtitution of England, P. 52. 
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Colonies. It will be ſuffieient if, omittin 
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will merit 4 different Inveſtigation, I take 
the Sum'of what has already occurred to the 
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in which they have ſtaked, both voluntarily 
and involaticirf y, All the Wealth and Reade 
of America, ag nf lthe Power and | 
of Great Bolin, Nor is there any ©hance | 
of eſcapi ng from Ruigſch this /Manteqrae, 
but by rilining theibHfly Lo p and Stay, Great 
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This' Cos 2 Per ſond amobg them: 
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tachmeut or | PrediJection=fbr Britain; have 
ſtated again afld again. sech Men were t 
wiſe for their firſt Congreſs, and have there- 
fore been omitted in theit᷑ ſebond. Andi ſo 
anxious have their Incendiaries been tobring 
Mittets to this tremendous Criſis, that tbey 
have tiot ſuffered them to hold out one bon 
cHiator Propoſition, but in ſucha Way and 
of faehiKind; as offered Inſult to the Patience 
and Dignity of the State. TO crownifall⸗ 
their ſavage normities, the Perſono, as woll 
as the Properties of innocent Individualsz e 
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in Rebellion: For they have forced Hubande 
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from their Parents, under the Penalty of a 
Gaol and the moſt dangerous Severities, into 
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Britiſh: Dominions, THE, DwEkts NN. 
Provinces! or; NoR'TH:; AMERIGAS] N20) 8 
erecting themſelves, or meaningto gi He. 
ſelves, -cither+ipto,i a ſovereign, ingep ndenf, 
State, or, which-1 18 more likely, Infor te VET al, 
diſtinct and independent Democracies.* Nun 


Obe Ke American Writers, an Abent to the repub - 
lican In at Boſton depyted to New, York ＋ few, Years 
ſince, pleaſed with, the Pro 120 of 175 17 towards the 
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© be FR Day duwns, in ich the Foundation of 
this mighty Empire is to be laid, by the Efablifhment of a 
« regular American Conſtitution. All chat has hitherto ow 
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Of the Liberty to be enjqyed under theſo 
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% done, ſeema to be little beſide be Collect ion f Material: 

*« foh tue Conittign of this glorious Fabric. Vis Time to put 

them together. The Transfer of the European Part of the 

4% Family is ſo vaſt, and our Growth ſo ſwitt, that, before /6+ 
4% ion Tear; call ever ow Heads, the ſirſt Stone muſt, he laid. 

r 1 Famine or Plenty; Pqberty or Affluence; 
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in 2 ord, no Circumſtance, whether pbſperous or advet(c 


„can ha to our Parent; nay, no Conduct of her 
«« cher 2 imprudent; no Pelible Temper on der HE 
** whether kind or cre/6-grained, will put a Stop to this Builde 
% %ig. 80 long have the republican —— drawn, che 
Plan of this glorious Pile! So long have, waited 40 cele- | 
brate the Jubilee of Independence! And Ing have | 
Worthies (to uſe the Phraſe of their old Friend Aera) 00 
—— Felt ſuch Bowel-Hankerings 
To ſee an Empire all of Kings ; | 
«« Deliver'd from th'Egyptian Awe Yo 
« Of Juſtice, Goverment and Law!“ 
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This Lenity and Forbearance none have expe - 
rienced more than the Americans themſelves; | 
and yet none have upbraided the Government. 
with more harſh and loud Appellations of 
Tyranny and arbitrary Rule than chey. Could 
they but have experience Difference of 
any one other Goveftinmene'upon-carth, they 
would be ready to their Countrymen, 
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Eulogium, which they, -whoteet dt Bleffrrigs, 
ſhould have been the firſt to | 
And can the Op f British Do- 
minion be juſtified upon ay Principle or 
Theory? Mr. Locte, an inconteſtabie Au- 
thority with the Americans, hall anſwer: 
« Every Man (ys this able Sperulatiſt), 
« that hath any Poſſeſſions or Bujoyment of 
« ANY PART of the Dominions of ur 
©« GOovERNMENT, doth thereby give His ta- 
% cit Conſent, and is as far forth obliged to 
Obedience to: Laws of that Goverty' 

40 « fuch Eny us one 
«© under it; whether Fen "Pollan be of 
„% Land to bim and bis Heirs for For ever, or a 
„Lodging only for a Week; or "whether it 
be haroly travelling freely on the Highway; 
« and, in Effect, r REACHES AS PAR AS 
* THE BEING.OF ANY ONE WITHIN THE 
©. "TERRITORIES OP TAT GOovrAUMT N Ty” 
And further: It would be a direct Contra- 
H « giction. 
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[ being the Caſe, that the graat Baily- of the 
| Empire cannot perceive; that the Aaiverycans, 
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other laconveniencies than hat their on 
Foruutdneſt in impahng Nubes af Qommerce, 
and their own Haughtmeſes in: abating the 


common Gouernmęent, have tVWapon 
them: Let them: nahiacthe Taxp ur the Im- 
poſition, whoſe Burdem they cnuꝛut bear. So 
far from havitig! hoeudiſtre ſſedi tit te Pro- 
ſpetity af rhe A meridansiiwhith Has ocbha- 
ſioned this ĩntbletablei Elatiun yok Mind) und 
brougit Ruin andall the Horrors ofateivibW ar 
to thoit very Doors And {0 reſnotatis ite tbmi 
tho · Deſire of:Britbns20/0ppres, that diem 
but throw: doo mthe Amplochent bfi Marjland 
acknowledge thatuEtrori let ci aprapoſe, 
im the Langedgdoofo their Noble Friend - it 
<« juſt aud res Aid im ſuch hondrableſ Hropora 
tion, as Hay ſdemi meet and eruminꝑ tom 
4 great and flouriſhing Colonie towards gha 
„Parent Countcy, “ -labouring\aadeoBurdgns 
taken up and ſuſtained yreatiy on their Ave) 
count; they would be received with Glhdnaſtg 
they-would' be treated with evety Odgdib]iry 
of Brethren, and admitted tooithbirvarſull 
Rank and Conſideration ia the!Empien; Let 
them not be deceived liowever!intſuppolmg, 
that this is a War carried om agaiaſt Aamini- 
Aratiom (as ſome of their curious Correſpon- 
dents here, who wait the Reward of their 
Crimes, have aimed to perſuade them): For 
every Man, who doves his Countty, and ſees 
but a little into the Conſequences of 'difinem- 
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